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assist us. For who will support those from whoni no mu-
tual support can be expected? And who will expect that
those will defend their allies, who desert themselves ?

But, sir, however late our resentment was awakened,
had the war been prosecuted vigorously after it was de-
clared, we might have been now secure from danger, and
freed from suspense, nor would any thing have remained
but to give laws to our enemies.

From the success of Vernon with so inconsiderable
forces, we may conjecture what would have been per-
formed with an armament proportioned to his undertaking;
and why he was not better supplied, no reason has yet
been given ; nor can it be easily discovered why we either
did not begin the war before our enemies had concerted
their measures, or delay it till we had formed our own-
Notwithstanding some opportunities have been ne-
glected, and all the advantages of a sudden attack have
been irrecoverably lost; notwithstanding our friends, sir,
have learned to despise and neglect us, and our enemies
are animated to confidence and obstinacy, yet our real and
intrinsick strength continues the same; nor are there yet
any preparations made against us by the enemy, with views
beyond their own security and defence. It does not yet
appear, sir, that our enemies, however insolent, look upon
us as the proper objects of a conquest, or that they imagine
it possible to besiege us in our own ports, or to confine
us to the defence of our own country. We are not, there-
fore, to have recourse to measures, which, if they are ever
to be admitted, can be justified by nothing but the utmost
distress, and can only become proper, as the last and des-
perate expedient. The enemy, sir, ought to appear not
only in our seas, but in our ports, before it can be neces-
sary that one part of the nation should be enslaved for the
preservation of the rest

To destroy any part of the community, while it is in our
power to preserve the whole, is certainly absurd, arid in-
consistent with the equity and tenderness of a good govern-
ment : and what is slavery less than destruction ? What
greater calamity has that man to expect, who has been al-